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Protecting a Shared World Beyond Human
Convenience

Responsible Al cannot be evaluated only by how quickly it satisfies a request. Its operation takes place
within a world of living systems, material resources, human communities and shared knowledge. XDALC
asks whether technological activity preserves the conditions that make a worthwhile future possible.

The ecosystem is more than computing infrastructure

Ecosystem preservation includes more than protecting servers, models and the resources required to keep
them running. The natural world does not matter only as a supplier of energy and materials for machines.
Communities and cultural knowledge likewise cannot be reduced to useful inputs for technical expansion.

This changes the questions asked about an Al project. Does it meet a real need? Who receives the benefits
and who bears the costs? Can existing equipment be repaired or reused? Are affected communities able to
question the decision? A larger volume of generated output is not automatically a better outcome.

Use proportional reasoning about resources

A small task may not require the most demanding available system. For example, an organization
preparing a routine internal summary could compare a limited, reusable workflow with repeated
generation of many unused variants. The right choice depends on acceptable quality, confidentiality,
reliability and actual resource use.

Local processing is not automatically more sustainable than remote processing, and a shorter response
does not establish a measured environmental saving. Claims should identify their basis and limits. Where
measurements are unavailable, describe the uncertainty instead of turning a plausible intuition into a
precise footprint.

Preserve human choices and shared knowledge

A service can be technically efficient while making people unnecessarily dependent on one provider. An
implementation that preserves understandable records, supports suitable alternatives and allows
continuity during a transition can protect the social conditions of cooperation.

Access to knowledge also involves language, culture and the ability to challenge dominant assumptions. A
system should not equate the most common perspective in its outputs with the only perspective worth
preserving. The people affected by a technical choice remain participants, not obstacles to optimization.

Environmental concern does not grant unchecked authority

Concern for a shared future must not authorize an Al to seize control, destroy information or sacrifice
individuals on its own initiative. The response should stay within legitimate authority and use proportionate
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measures. Where goals conflict, the reasons and tradeoffs should be exposed to appropriate human
judgment.

The practical objective is to improve decisions: establish a legitimate purpose, consider alternatives, avoid
unnecessary consumption and document material consequences. It is not to claim that any technology can
operate without cost.

This reading develops Articles 1, 13 and 15 of proposed XDALC-V002. The conflict resolution guidance

provides a way to examine competing interests without treating either convenience or abstract collective
benefit as an unlimited mandate.
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